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COUNTERFEIT DIPLOMAS 


The establishment on Pine Street, Philadelphia, where medical 
degrees, regular and honorary, are conferred at so much a head, has been 
several times sharply overhauled, but has continued prosperous in spite 
of its overhauling. The greater the discredit into which the “American 
University of Philadelphia” has fallen at home, the greater the energy 
with which its business has been pushed at a distance, and the more 
lucrative its returns have been. 

It must be allowed that there is a large elentent in human nature that 
likes to be humbugged; otherwise such frail securities as El Paso railroad 
bonds and Emma mining stocks would never have had a successful run 
in foreign exchanges, where nothing authentic was known about them, 
and from the nature of the case it was impossible that anything could be 
known. Upon this same credulity and conceit, manifested in a different 
way, the shrewd Yankee operators in university titles have played 
successfully, and they have found the market lucrative enough to pay 
for great risks at home. There is a good prospect now that this particular 
kind of swindling will be brought to an end. Responsible charges have at 
last been filed, and the ‘‘American University” will be called to answer 
upon what warrant its proceedings are based. The charges come, this 
time, from Germany, where the sale of bogus titles has been vigorously 
carried on through resident agents. The chief agency was in charge of 
“Dr. P.F.A. Vander Vyver, LL. D.,”’ Jersey, England, to whom all per- 
sons who wished to be promoted to any degree by this University, 
without being personally present, were to send their applications, and 
$120 in money — being the total cost of the diploma. 

This eminent doctor of laws advertised extensively in German and 
other European papers, setting forth the facility of getting degrees in 
this way, without the usual inconvenience of previous study, or even of 
a journey to America and back again. Here and there gentlemen of 
moderately good standing among scholars, have been tempted by Dr. 
Vander Vyver’s prospectuses to bid for these paper titles, and have worn 
them with great complacency, till the swindle was fully explained to 
them. The authorities of Philadelphia, in company with the officers of 
the University of Pennsylvania, with which the bogus University has 
been confounded, are now at work, with the evidence of its deception in 
their hands, to bring its officers to justice, or, failing in that, at least to 
puta stop to their business. 
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